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• Use the Questions Pod to let us know if you are 
having audio or other technical issues

• Type your questions in the Questions Pod as 
they occur to you

There will be a Q&A session 
at the end of each topic, 

where we will answer your 
questions, but you may 

submit questions at any time.

Questions Pod: 
Located in the 
upper left-hand 
corner of the 
webinar screen.

Communications
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Download Pod

How to download Webinar 
information files:

1. Select file

2. Click Save To My Computer
3. Click link Click to Download

(File opens in a new window.) 

4. Save the file using your 
system procedures 
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Download Pod: 
Located in the 
lower left corner 
of the webinar 
screen.
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Documents Available To Download Today

• Webinar Slides
• SEVIS Names Report Job Aid for F/M
• SEVIS Names Report Job Aid for Js
• SEVIS Name Standards (revised)
• SEVIS Name Fields Job Aid (revised)
• SEVIS Names FAQ

Also look on Study in the States for these materials.
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Web Links Pod

How to access web links:
1. Select link – this displays the 

URL
2. Click Browse To - this 

navigates to the website
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Web Links Pod: 
Located at the 
bottom of the 
webinar screen.
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Web Links Available Today
• Webinar Satisfaction Survey
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• Name Standardization Report
– Demonstration Video
– Samples

• Optional Practical Training (OPT)
– Dates
– Indicators
– Actual End Date Triggers

• Department of State 6.17 Updates
• Batch User Updates and Timeline

• Resources
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Name Standardization 
Report
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SEVIS Name Standardization Impact Report
• Shows how active and initial student/EVs names 

are changed in SEVIS
• Only thirty-five names display on screen
• Download full name report in two formats:

– Excel
– .csv

• Report generated weekly during weekend
• No action required by you
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Name Report Download Excel Format
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Name Report Download .csv Format
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Video
How to Download Names into an 

Excel or .csv Format

A job aid is also available for you to reference.  
Download it today or refer to Study in the States.



OPT
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Overview of  OPT Enhancements

• Three sets of OPT dates

• Types of active OPT 

• OPT end date triggers

• Active status indicator
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Three Sets of OPT Dates

1.    DSO Recommended
2.    USCIS Approved
3a.  Actual Start date = same as USCIS approved start 

date
3b.  Actual End date = by default, same as USCIS end 

date, but can change depending on the student
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OPT Actual End Date Triggers
• Transfer to another school before the USCIS approved 

end date

• Registration date If the student changes education level 
before the USCIS approved end date

• Termination

• Cap Gap

Note:  OPT is extended if the student was on approved 
OPT on April 1st and the student is the subject of a 

properly filed H-1-B for the following October. 
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Types of Active OPT

• Pre-completion

• Post-completion

• STEM OPT

• Cap gap OPT
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View the Active OPT Indicator
• Student Information page
• Request OPT page
• Students with Requested, Pending or Approved 

OPT List
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Active OPT Indicator –
Student Information Page
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Active OPT Indicator – Request OPT Page



July 11, 2014 22

Active OPT Indicator – Student List
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• Only one OPT flag will show per student
• If the record meets the condition for more than one 

flag, the flags will have the following precedence: 
– Active pre-completion OPT
– Active cap gap OPT
– Active post-completion OPT
– Active STEM OPT

Active OPT Indicator – OPT Request 
Authorization Page



Department of State 
Updates

24July 11, 2014



Department of State 6.17 Updates

• New Exchange Visitors Requiring Validation Alert
• Search Results screen updated

– Date of Last Event 
– Date of Birth
– Category

• Address Changes
– Change Current U.S. Address to Physical Address
– Optional Mailing Address
– Both addresses are entered via a pop-up window
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Questions and Answers
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Resources

• SEVIS Information Page
– http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis

• Webinar Page
– http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/webinars
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• SEVIS E-mail: SEVISTechnicalFeedback@ice.dhs.gov

• Department of State E-mail: jsevis@state.gov

• SEVP Response Center: SEVP@ice.dhs.gov

• SEVIS Help Desk: 800-892-4829

Study in the States Website

Other Resources
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Batch User Updates
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Phasing-in SEVIS Name Standards
Timeframe Event

July 2014 Names Report available

October 2014 Final schema available*

November 2014 Batch testing begins

April 2015 Production release

*As draft schema becomes available in stages, 
SEVP will release it to batch users.



Questions and Answers
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Resources

• SEVIS Information Page
– http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis

• Webinar Page
– http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/webinars
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• SEVIS E-mail: SEVISTechnicalFeedback@ice.dhs.gov

• Department of State E-mail: jsevis@state.gov

• SEVP Response Center: SEVP@ice.dhs.gov

• SEVIS Help Desk: 800-892-4829

Study in the States Website

Other Resources
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